
Southington Public Library and Museum 

255 Main Street, Southington CT 

Library Board Meeting 

December 10, 2012 

 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Mary Ellen D’Angelo at 6:50 PM 

following presentation by Tai Soo Kim Partners. 

Members in attendance: Mary Ellen D’Angelo, Frances Meade, Heidi 

Bittner, Robert Cusano, Patricia Kraut, Marion Manware, Kelly Nichols, 

Ruth Riccio, Diann Thomson, Susan Smayda. 

Guests: Tai Soo Kim, Betsy Hickcox, Holly DeYoung, Craig Holmes. 

Secretary Minutes 

Public Communications: There were none. 

Library Communications: There were none. 

Secretary Minutes: Minutes were approved on condition of amendment of 

Drake School to Driggs School. Robert Cusano made a motion to accept 

the November 2012 secretary minutes with correction. Patricia Kraut 

seconded. Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: A new version of the treasurer’s report was presented 

showing 5 different representations of the budget. Motion to approve was 

made by Patricia Kraut. Marion Manware seconded. Approved. 

Director’s Report: Director Smayda informed the board that the new 

bookkeeper, Deborah Uterstaedt, starts her job on December 20, 2012.  

Deborah was a part-time bookkeeper for 5 years at the New Britain Public 

Library and comes to us with a lot of knowledge. Our temporary 

replacement, Jessica, will stay on to work with Deborah during her first 

couple of days. On December 31st there will be a vacancy in the Reference 

Department due to Marion Urban’s retirement. Director Smayda said she 



hopes to change this position to a part-time Teen/Reference Librarian, 

becoming a Grade 6 position. She is awaiting approval by the Town 

Manager. On November 27, Director Smayda met with Jay Baker, the 

town’s new IT Director and representatives from Connecticut Computer 

Services to work on a plan to connect the Library to the Town’s fiber-optic 

network. Director Smayda spent the end of November and beginning of 

December  giving bookkeeping exams and interviews to applicants for the 

bookkeeper’s job.  

Committee Reports: Director Smayda stated that the Artists’ Reception 

went well; approximately 125 people attended. Liz Kopec attended and 

sold copies of her new book. Kudos to Jeanne Chmielewski for doing such 

a great job on the reception and to Marie Secondo for a successful 

Hospitality Night at the Barnes Museum. 

Barnes Museum: Curator Marie Secondo reported that during November 

the museum had 115 visitors, gave 18 tours and collected a total of $826 in 

tour revenues and special events. In preparation for Hurricane Sandy, the 

goblet room was emptied so that Southington Glass could permanently 

install braces to support the glass shelves. During this work, Caretaker 

Joanne Cyr scrubbed the floors and sealed them and polished everything 

in the goblet room, including the windows and 500 goblets. The hard wood 

floors were also polished and everything was ready for Hospitality Night. 

The museum was presented with a $500 check from the Southington 

Orchard Valley Garden Club from proceeds they received during their Fairy 

House Exhibit. The money is planned to be used for a new wrought iron 

hand railing for the steps leading to the new gardens. 

Friends of the Library: There was none. 

Buildings and Maintenance: The peak by the back entrance was 

checked; this seems to be where the problem is, but no leakage was 

experience during the past couple of rain storms. 

Personnel: Deborah Uterstaedt was hired to replace Harriet Bitar as 

bookkeeper. She begins on December 20th. Marion Urban’s position in 

Reference will be vacant upon her retirement on Dec. 31st. 



Old Business: There was none. 

 

New Business:  Three members from Tai Soo Kim Partners made a 

presentation to the Board of their proposals for expansion of the library. As 

examples of their work they showed slides of both the Wilton Library and 

the Somers Library. In their research they found that the square footage of 

our current library is much lower than other towns with similar populations. 

The plan favored by the Board is a two-floor plan that will expand to the 

back of our present building, and include a courtyard, two driveway 

entrances and a drop-off near the front door. This floor plan is a total of 

44,000 square feet. Director Smayda proposed a trip to Wilton Library by 

Board members to view the work there. The Board is hoping for a 

November 2013 referendum on the expansion. A motion to recommend the 

two-floor plan was made by Robert Cusano and seconded by Frances 

Meade. Approved. Director Smayda also mentioned that the Chamber 

Singers Concert is this coming Monday, and this Saturday is the first Kid’s 

Craft Fair being held at the library. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:20 PM. Motion was made by Heidi Bittner. 

Marion Manware seconded.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Billie Gaber 

 

 


